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Provision of Community Service as an Alternative to
Short-term Penalty of Liberty Deprivation in UAE
Legislation: An Analytical Study

Ali Mohamed Alhammadi®
Abdulellah Mohammed Al Nawayseh®

Abstract:

This research deals with the issue of community service provision as an
alternative to Liberty-deprivation penalty in the UAE legislation, in which
case the legislator made an amendment in 2016 to Article 120 regarding the
measures of Liberty deprivation, and replaced it with Decree No. 7 0f 2016
using the expressiion ‘community service’ instead of ‘obligation to work’.
The legislator added a set of legal articles to promote the implementation
of this measure, and recently paid great attention to it by issuing related
decisions and harnessing all the possibilities for its success. The result
was that the judiciary in the United Arab Emirates began to recognize
the importance of replacing Liberty-deprivation penalty by administering
community service. This measure had a positive impact on the convicts
and the society alike. It also contributed to their rehabilitation and spared
them many of the disadvantages resulting from the implementation of the
short-term liberty deprivation penalty in penal institutions. In this research
we will shed light on the provisions of the community service measure
as an alternative to penalty, by explaining its legal nature and stipulating
the conditions that must be met to sign it, namely those related to the
committed crimes and their penalties, as well as the conditions that must

(1) College of Law - University of Sharjah (Sharjah - U.A.E.)
Ali.m.khatir@gmail.com

(2) College of Law - University of Sharjah (Sharjah - U.A.E.)
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be met by the convict. We will address the provisions for implementing
the community service measure by clarifying the actions imposed on the
convict and specifying the entities through which the community service
measure is implemented. Finally, we will address the penalty resulting
from the convict’s breach of the implementation of the community service
provisions and the turning back of the convict to his original punishment.

Keywords: Community Service Measure, Cancellation of The Measure,
Penalties Depriving Liberty, Modern Criminal Penalties.
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