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Enhancing the legal understanding of community
engagement in cultural heritage protection

Fatimah Mohmmad Alshehaby®
Abstract:

Cultural heritage is essential for the cultural identity of communities. It
vigorously contributes to their cultural and economic development. Article
(15) of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights
(1966) states that "The States Parties to the present Covenant recognize the
right of everyone to take part in cultural life." Indisputably, people play
a crucial role in protecting heritage, contributing to its continuity as well
as generating an economic resource for their use. In the context of the
Arab region, it seems necessary to promote the role of the community in
preserving cultural heritage since it has currently been subject to various
threats. Due to the multifaceted crisis in the region, individuals and
community cultural rights should be taken into consideration during the
adoption of legal regulations. It is a necessary means to enhance community
engagement. This study aims to enhance the legal understanding of the
role of the community in protecting cultural heritage and allow more
effective engagement of the domestic community in implementing cultural
heritage policy. The study tackles this issue in the light of international and
regional regulations, as stated in the treaties of UNESCO and the League
of Arab States, with a focus on the Constitution of the Arab Organization
for Education, Culture, and Science (1964), which was amended in 2016,
and the latest legal developments of the Arab Decade for Cultural right
(2018-2027). The study also examines major challenges to community
engagement that undermine the role of community in safeguarding cultural
heritage, including globalization, the lack of awareness of the importance
of heritage, and religious beliefs.

Keywords: Cultural heritage, Community engagement, Arab world,
Legal Understanding.
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