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Community Service as an Alternative to Short-term
Liberty-depriving Penalties in the Emirati and Algerian
Legislation

Fatima Obaid Alshamsi®

Abstract:

The community service system is one of the alternatives to short-
term freedom-depriving penalties. It benefits both the accused and the
community, most notably human rights, as it helps the accused evade
penal institutions and their disadvantages, in addition to refraining from
committing new crimes and getting reintegrated into society. Most criminal
legislation has tended to adopt the community service system as one of
the most prominent punitive alternatives to short-term freedom-depriving
punishments due to the advantages this penalty enjoys, as stipulated
in Article 111 of the Crimes and Penalties Law promulgated by Federal
Decree No. 31 of 2021 as a freedom-restricting measure.

This study aims to achieve several different goals, the most important
of which is to refute the provisions of the community service penalty as
an alternative to short-term freedom-depriving penalties in the UAE and
Algerian legislation in terms of legal nature, general controls, procedures,
and application effects.

The paper adopts several approaches, the most important of which is
the comparative approach, which deals with the legal texts that regulate
community service in terms of their application cases, conditions, and
procedures, in addition to evaluating these texts and analyzing the judicial
rulings related to them, by comparing a set of different laws for community
service in the Emirati and Algerian legislations.

The problem of this study lies in the extent of reliance on community
service as an alternative to short-term freedom-depriving punishments in
achieving public and private deterrence. At the end of the discussion, we
will clarify the results and recommendations we have reached.

Keywords: Community Service, Punitive Policy, Convicts.
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