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The Role of Faceprint as Evidence
in Criminal Prosecution in UAE Law
Ammar Rashid Alai®
Muhammad Noureddine Abdul Majeed®

Abstract:

Faceprint (facial recognition) is scientific evidence brought forth by
the Biological and Technological Revolution, which aims to automatically
recognize the face through surveillance cameras, monitoring, and modern
technologies. Facial recognition, including ear prints, lips, and eyes, are
also considered scientific evidence used in criminal evidence, whenever
their traces are found on the crime scene.

This technology has been used in various areas such as personality
and identity checks at airports, checkpoints, and borders, as well as cash
machines where customers are identified through faceprints.

This study aimed to identify and distinguish the faceprint from other
evidence. It shows the legitimacy of using facial recognition in combatting
crime and reviewing supportive as well as opposing views and arguments. It
also sought to identify the role of faceprint in proving and preventing crimes.

The study has reached many conclusions, the most important of which
are the following: (1) faceprint detected through modern surveillance
cameras plays a prominent role in the field of criminal evidence; and (2)
facial recognition is used for preventive digital surveillance by security
authorities in the field of administrative control.

The paper concluded with several recommendations, including the
following: the medium of photography must be legal, that is, in a public
place; and officers as well as investigators must be educated through
specialized legal sessions and meetings on observing the right to privacy.

Keywords: Faceprint, Criminal Proof, Crime Prevention, Newly
Discovered Evidence, Anti-crime, Crime Control.
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