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International Criminal Responsibility
for Damages Caused by Space Activities

Noura Abdulla AJjaberi®
Manal Marwan Monajjed®

Abstract:

Despite the hopes and ambitions that space exploration carries for
serving humanity, space activities are fraught with dangers, such as the fall
of space debris or collisions between space objects, resulting in significant
harm to individuals, property, or the surrounding environment. This prompts
us to question the International Criminal Liability for Space Damage in the
1972 Convention on International Liability.

The study concluded with several important results, the most important
of which is that the issue of international liability caused by spacecraft is
an important and sensitive issue, given the frequency of space accidents
and the potential harm they may cause to natural or legal persons in the
territory of a state other than the launching state. Furthermore, the countries
and international organizations responsible for these damages bear joint,
absolute, and solidary liability in facing the aggrieved party.

The study recommended the necessity of expanding the scope of the
damage mentioned in Article (1), Paragraph (A) of the 1972 Convention
on International Liability to include moral damage, pollution damage, and
other damages. It also recommended the establishment of an independent
international court to handle international claims involving outer space, due
to the obstacles facing the Claims Settlement Committee in implementing
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its decisions, which have the nature of a recommendation only, and the
method by which it was formed. This is to ensure that victims of space
activities receive greater compensation.

Keywords: International Criminal Liability, Space Activities,
Space Damage, Risks, State and International Organization Liability,
Compensation.
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