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International Criminal Liability for Space Debris
Damage
(An Analytical Study in Light of The UAE Federal
Law on Regulating the Space Sector)

Noura Abdulla AJjaberi®
Manal Marwan Monajjed®

Abstract:

The twenty-first century witnessed a growing interest among countries
in space exploitation. With the increasing human activities of all kinds in
space, it became necessary to ensure compliance with the governing rules
of this activity. However, on the other hand, the problem of disabled or
abandoned space objects, known as space debris, has emerged. It is a serious
issue that could hinder the gradual development of space activities, while
mitigating space debris is an inevitable solution considering the increasing
amount of debris, which may cause property damage and loss of lives.

Therefore, the United Nations General Assembly (UNGA) formally
decided to discuss the issue of space debris and entrusted it to the Committee
on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUQOS) and its subcommittees.
This question has been addressed by the UAE Federal Law on Regulating
the Space Sector, which stipulated measures to mitigate space debris in
Article 19.

The study came to several results, including that space treaties did
not explicitly address the problem of space debris, and the difficulty of
proving international responsibility for the damage caused by debris in
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outer space because this damage is a potential and indirect harm requiring
the adoption of the objective liability system based on the theory of risk to
prove responsibility.

The study recommended the conclusion of an international convention
specifically concerned with the protection against space debris damage
through the COPUOS, the adoption of a unified database for tracking and
cataloging space debris, the implementation of appropriate measures to
mitigate and dispose of debris. This highlights the urgent need for a system
of liability for space debris damage, including the mechanism for dispute
resolution and compensation for debris incidents..

Keywords: Criminal Liability, Space Debris, Space Law, Damage,
Compensation.
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