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Jurisdiction of Kuwaiti Courts over Nationality
Disputes

Khaled Salem Al Saeedi®”
Abstract:

In Kuwait, a person’s nationality may be withdrawn or annulled, and
it is also possible for him to be informed of the reason or not. However, it
is certain that s/he will waste his time and incur expenses uselessly if he
resorts to the court to appeal the government's decision for withdrawing or
dropping his nationality. Therefore, the issue of judicial jurisdiction and its
authority over nationality disputes, especially revocation or nullification,
remains a subject of debate in the jurisprudence of civil procedural law,
and a source of conflicting court rulings. Some rulings have adopted the
view that the judiciary lacks jurisdiction because such matters fall under
sovereignty, while others have endorsed relative jurisdiction, considering
decisions in nationality matters not entirely sovereign acts. However, a
ruling was issued by the Principles Unification Chamber in the Court of
Cassation in 2022, which settled the matter definitively, stating that all
nationality disputes are outside the jurisdiction of the judiciary, and all
decisions issued by the executive authority in this respect are sovereign
acts.

Keywords: Kuwaiti civil Procedures Law, Jurisdiction of the Kuwaiti
courts, Judicial control, Jurisdiction of the judiciary.
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