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Intentional Criminal Responsibility for Transmitting
the Infection of the Coronavirus in the UAE Law
Muhammad Ibrahim Al-Nagbi®
Mamoun Mohammed Abu Zeitoun®

Abstract:

The issue of intentional criminal responsibility for transmitting the
coronavirus infection in the UAE legislation is of great importance, given the
impact of the virus on the human right to life and bodily safety. The transmission
of this virus could result in the deliberate or accidental loss of human life. The
study aimed to understand the concept of infection and its transmission methods,
classify the coronavirus as a contagious disease, and elucidate the elements of the
crimes of intentional homicide and intentional injury through the transmission of
coronavirus infection, as well as the penal provisions for these crimes. The study
concluded with several significant findings, including that the UAE legislator
limited the criminalization of the felony of transmitting Coronavirus to others, was
limited to the infected person only, such as the suspect or carrier of the pathogen.
The UAE legislator also stressed that acts of intentionally transmitting Corona
virus to others shall be punished as a criminal offense. The study recommended
amending Article (39) of the aforementioned law regarding the penalty for
intentionally transmitting the contagious disease to others, by removing the
optional (or) from the text, so that it reads (imprisonment for a period of not
less than five years and a fine...), and adding (punitive establishment director,
criminal investigator, as well as those responsible for washing and burying the
dead) to the categories listed in Article 4 of the Contagious Diseases Law on
reporting infected individuals, limiting the penalty for failure to report to fines.

Keywords: Intentional criminal responsibility, Infection transmission,
Infected person, Corona virus, Intentional infection, and Communicable
Diseases Law.
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