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Aspects of Income Tax Evasion Violating the Principle
of Legitimacy in Palestinian Legislation
Comparative and Analytical Study

Ahmed Ziad Dabek®
Abstract:

This study aims to show the extent to which acts of income tax evasion
are subject to the principle of criminal legitimacy, which requires explicit
and clear specification of all the characteristics and elements necessary for
the commission of the crime, away from interpretation. However, article
37 of the Decree-Law on Palestinian Income Tax No. (8) of 2011, which
details the acts of income tax evasion exclusively, did not provide clear and
specific definitions of all the characteristics and elements necessary for
these acts. This ambiguity leaves room for interpretation and expansion,
potentially undermining the principle of criminal legality. Therefore, the
study addressed the acts of income tax evasion in terms of their adherence
or non-adherence to this principle, adopting a descriptive analytical
comparative approach. It involved presenting and analyzing tax criminal
texts, comparing them with relevant legal systems whenever necessary, to
assess the extent to which acts of income tax evasion adhere to the principle
of criminal legitimacy in Palestine. This was discussed in two sections: the
first section drew on the concept of these acts, while the second section
focused on defining their elements and scope. In conclusion, the study
presented several findings and recommendations revolving around the
need for legislators to review and clearly define income tax evasion acts in
accordance with the principles of criminal legitimacy.

Keywords: Income tax, Tax crimes, Criminal legitimacy, Tax evasion.
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