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The Issue of Classifying Smart Pontoons as Ships
According to UAE Maritime Law

Shaikha Abdalla AlQaydi®
Mohamed Morsi Abdou®

Abstract:

Smart ships are one of the most important research projects currently
being studied in Western countries. In the coming years, we might see them
widely deployed in seas, which necessitates an examination of their legal
framework before practical cases reveal deficiencies or shortcomings in the
current legislation. It is therefore essential to be fully prepared for this type
of technology so that the law can be adapted to these advancements.

The study focused on the concept of smart ships and highlighted the
most important legal issues that have emerged, such as the inadequacy
of existing legal texts addressing smart ships and practical obstacles that
require legal solutions.

The study concluded that smart ships represent a form of intangible
asset with specific characteristics, and that they do not yet qualify for legal
personhood. It ended with the recommendation that the Emirati legislator
should make the necessary legal amendments to classify smart pontoons
as ships in the legal sense, to ensure their operation in UAE maritime
navigation.

Keywords: Smart ships, Ships in the legal sense, Artificial intelligence.

(1) College of Law — University of Sharjah (Sharjah — U.A.E.)
Ms.AlQaydi@hotmail.com

(2) College of Law — University of Kalba(Sharjah — U.A.E.)

5 a5l 21 l) dogili) polal) d8)Li) dmolo Ao 02024 s 26



