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The Authority of the President in Contemporary
Parliamentary Systems

Zakia Fateh Al Ibrahim®

Simon Caesar Badran®
Abstract:

The parliamentary system enjoys a set of characteristics that differentiate
it from other constitutional systems. Perhaps the most important feature
that characterizes the parliamentary system is that it incoprporates two
parties in the executive body, represented by the head of state and Council
of Ministers. However, in the parliamentary system, the head of state does
not play an effective role in the executive authority, unlike other heads
of state in different constitutional systems. Therefore, law jurists have
often disagreed about the true nature of the head of state’s role and the
extent of their powers, especially since the functions and powers of the
head of state (often referred to as the "non-executive president") in the
parliamentary system vary in practice from one country to another. This
disagreement among jurists about the real role of the head of state has led
to difficulty in determining the extent of their criminal responsibility and
their political accountability to the parliament. Consequently, this study
will discuss these doctrinal disagreements about the head of state, or the
"non-executive president”" in the parliamentary system, shedding light on
the nature of their role and the possibility of determining their political and
criminal responsibility within this system.

Keywords: Parliamentary system, Head of state, Council of ministers,
Responsibility.
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