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Expiry of the Right to Compensation for Workplace
Injuries and Occupational Diseases Due to the Passage

of Time in the Palestinian Labor Law
Ahmad Abdulwahhab Abuzeineh®

Abstract:

This research tackles the issue of the expiry of the worker's right to
compensation for workplace injuries and occupational diseases over
time in the Palestinian Labor Law. This law provided for several cases of
forfeiture of the worker's right to such compensation, including the case
under discussion. Two articles in this law have handled the forfeiture of
the right over time, namely Article (124) related to workplace injuries, and
Article (128) related to occupational diseases.

According to Article (124) of the said law, the worker’s right is forfeited
after the passage of two years dating from the occurrence of the injury,
unless the delay in filing is due to the instability of the injury or a legitimate
excuse. In this research, we have discussed how to determine the starting
point for this period.

As for Article (128), it gives the worker who exhibits one of the
symptoms of an occupational disease within two years from the date of
leaving work, the right to claim compensation for his illness. We have
noticed that this Article does not deal with many related matters, such as
the period during which the worker is entitled to claim compensation once
he/she shows symptoms of an occupational disease, as well as the situation
regarding the worker who develops the disease while he is still employed.

We also discussed whether these periods are periods of forfeiture or
periods of prescription, and whether these periods apply to the heirs of the
deceased worker.

The research came to important conclusions and recommendations
directed to the Palestinian legislator to amend these provisions, making
them clearer and more effective in practice.

Keywords: Expiry of the Right, Work injury, Occupation-Related Disease,
Right to Compensation, Prescription Period, Fall Period, Passage of Time.
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