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Organizational Regulation of Electronic Monitoring in
the Emirati Legislation
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Abstract:

Electronic monitoring, within the scope of the legal framework
established by the UAE legislator, is a measure taken by the investigative
authorities or the competent court to prevent the accused or the convict
from leaving their place of residence, work, or any other place specified by
an order issued by the competent authorities. This serves as an alternative to
pretrial detention or imprisonment for certain crimes that are not considered
very serious or are excluded from this system. The measure is implemented
through the use of an electronic bracelet worn on the accused or convicted
person’s wrist or ankle, slightly limiting their freedom while considering
their personal and family needs, thus allowing them to remain part of the
community. The importance of being under surveillance lies in mitigating
the negative aspects of depriving someone of their freedom and, on the other
hand, reducing crime rates by sparing society from the harmful effects of
removing the accused from society and incarcerating them in correctional
institutions where they mix with high-risk criminals, especially when the
offense is minor and the punishment is light. Electronic monitoring avoids
all these disadvantages and keeps the individual within society, preparing
him/her for reform, rehabilitation, and eventual reintegration into the
community.

Keywords: Surveillance, Electronic, UAE legislation, Pretrial
detention, Electronic surveillance penalty.
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