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The Development of Civil Procedural Legislation to
Address Emerging Changes
Mariam Ahmed Al-Sandal®

Abstract

The study dealt with the topic of the development of civil procedural
legislation to address emerging changes, with its main issue revolving
around the confusion between the concepts of smart and electronic judiciary.
Although the introduction of artificial intelligence has great benefits for
the judiciary, this does not mean a hasty and full reliance on it, especially
since it depends on machines or devices. The issue is further complicated if
there is no legal basis for its implementation. The study is divided into two
sections: the first explores the nature of the smart judiciary, and the second
discusses its role in litigation procedures. Due to the nature of the topic, the
study used the descriptive and analytical approach to understand the concept
of smart judiciary and its role in addressing emergency circumstances. It
also explored the areas where smart judiciary is applied from a procedural
standpoint, in addition to examining and analyzing the current legal texts
to assess their adequacy and the possibility of applying them to the smart
judiciary. In conclusion, the study reached several findings, including: the
proactive approach of the UAE legislator in legislating remote litigation
before it became necessary, as was the case during the COVID-19
pandemic. The most important recommendation is that the UAE legislator
should include provisions in the Civil Procedure Law that authorize the
adoption of smart judiciary in the country’s courts, to be used gradually
while maintaining the current litigation options.

Keyword: Smart judiciary, Electronic litigation, Emergency changes,
Artificial intelligence, Litigation proceedings.
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