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(2) Marc Brettler, "Is There Martyrdom in the Hebrew Bible?", in Sacrificing the Self:
Perspectives on Martyrdom and Religion, Oxford University Press, 2002, p. 5.
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(4) Marc Brettler, op.cit., p.5.

(5) Edward L. Greenstein, "The Riddle of Samson", Prooftexts 1, 1981, p. 237-260 ;
Susan Niditch, "Samson as Culture Hero, Trickster, and Bandit: The Empowerment
of the Weak", CBQ 52, 1990, pp. 608-624.

(6) Marc Brettler, op.cit., p.11.
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Erving Goffman, "On face-work: an analysis of ritual elements in social
interaction", New York Doubleday, 1967, pp.5-45.

(2) Julian Pitt-Rivers, "Honor and Social Status," in Honor and Shame: The Values of
Mediterranean Society, ed. J. G. Peristiany, Chicago, University of Chicago, p. 25.

(3) Carlin Barton, "Honor and Sacredness in the Roman and Christian Worlds", in
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hadifun rashidun al-“0’aysu " al-ta‘dilu al-distiwwury fi dawlati al’imarati al‘arabiyyati almuttahidati

mijallatu kulliyyati al-sharf'ati wa-lI-gantni nafambir 1995.
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Towards Constitutional Provisions on '""Martyrdom in
the United Arab Emirates: A Comparative Study
Simon Badran®

Abstract:

The absence of a mention of martyrs in the Constitution of the United
Arab Emirates when it was adopted in 1971, may be attributed to the
relatively peaceful atmosphere that accompanied the emergence of the
Emirati state. However, since its inception, the rulers, people and armed
forces of the United Arab Emirates were always willing to give and
sacrifice their most precious things, including their lives in support of Arab
and humanitarian rightful causes.

So why not amend the UAE Constitution to honour and commemorate
the Emirati martyrs in the country’s highest legal document, like the many
initiatives launched by the Emirati ruling authorities?

All the amendments to the constitutional document of the United Arab
Emirates have been aimed at strengthening the union and reinforcing the
bond between the seven emirates. In this context, the mention of martyrs in
the constitution will further consolidate national unity. A clear constitutional
provision on martyrs is a symbolic initiative that sanctifies martyrdom and
the defence of the homeland, a gesture of appreciation and loyalty to those
who sacrificed their precious lives in defence of the honour of this blessed
land.

In this paper we have addressed "martyrdom" in comparative
constitutions and sacred books, and highlighted the status of "martyrdom"
in the United Arab Emirates, while focusing on the mechanism of amending
the Emirati Constitution should the public authorities decide to explicitly
include "martyrs."

Keywords: Martyrdom, Constitution, United Arab Emirates.
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