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Abstract

Gottfredson and Hirschi’s (1990) General Theory of Crime has received
extensive attention over the past decade, and has stimulated a great amount
of national and international research. The core assumption of the theory is
the concept of low self-control, with crime opportunity which has emerged
as a strong predictor of deviant behaviors.

The primary purpose of this research is to test the core assumption of
Gottfredson and Hirschi’s General Theory of Crime. The major hypothesis
is that improper and incomplete socialization of individuals leads to low
self-control and this leads to criminal acts and imprudent behavior among
high school students in Al- Ruseifa Education Directorate in Jordan.

A random sample consists of (1118) high school students was selected. A
self-reported questionnaire, which is used by (Al-Badayneh, Almuhezah,
and Al-rasheed) originally developed by Dennis Giever (1995), has been
utilized as a tool for this study Findings show a significant relationship
between incomplete socialization; opportunity; low self-control; and
impudent behavior. Moreover, a significant negative relationship was
found between religiosity and opportunity; low self-control, and impudent
behavior.

Keywords: Low self-control; deviance; cross-cultural, Jordan
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