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Abstract
This research aims to shed light on one of the most important aspects of the
contemporary linguistic scene in the Arab region i.e. diglossia, viewing it as a
normal phenomenon rather than as a threat to Arabic. This phenomenon dem-
onstrates the vitality of the Arabic language and its capability to adapt to the
requirements of language development.
In order to address the problems of bilingualism and benefit from its positive aspects,
the researcher initiated the preparation of a computerized phonetic glossary of col-
loquial expressions that have Arabic origin, restandardized them and exposed young
pupils in the first Cycle of Basic Education to them, having reshaped those expres-
sions in a standard form. Thus, pupils can listen to the language variety which they
mostly use in their daily lives, and maintain a link between the language varieties
spoken in the street, at home and in the school, or the spoken and written varieties.
Of Arabic. This might contribute ultimately to improve linguistic performance of
young pupils in the speaking “skill. The researcher utilized two research tools: (1)
a card for evaluating the speaking skills of the students of the fourth grade, and (1)
an observation sheet for observing problems of diglossia. Then, he conducted the
experiment, where he divided the pupils into two groups; experimental and control.
The experimental group was involved in various activity using the computerized
phonetic dictionary while the second one practiced those activities without using the
dictionary.
The findings indicated that the experimental group students performed better
than the students of the control one in the speaking skill. The students of the
experimental group also outperformed their counterparts in being able to tackle
the problems of diglossia.
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