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The Impact of the Dramatic Characteristics of Artificial
Lighting on the Efficiency of Exhibition in Sharjah Museums

Abdul Samad Al Khalidi
College of Fine Arts & Design - University of Sharjah
Sharjah - UAE

Abstract

A number of studies examined artificial lighting in public buildings,
especially galleries and public museums. However, no virtual theoretical
model has been presented to make it a dramatic metaphor. Artificial lighting
has been considered a major source of concern in the visual composition
of modern museums. Nevertheless, current theoretical approaches have
not provide a clear picture of how to realize the dramatic effect that has
drawn the attention of designers. Therefore, this paper attempts to identify
the bases of the dramatic effect and its impact on the efficiency of exhibits
in the museums of Sharjah through forming visual relations between
the exhibits and artificial lighting. To accomplish the objectives of the
study, the author proposed a model for dramatic effect and metaphor and
decided to analyze the effect through an observation questionnaire that
has been approved by experts in the fields of interior design and museum
management. The research adopted the analytic descriptive approach and
the observation questionnaire. A sample of 25% of the total population
of Sharjah museums was analyzed. The independent variables were
four: form, relation, light and material; whereas the dependent variables
consisted of three dramatic characteristics: attention, delusion, and
conflict. The findings revealed that formal-lighting relations that represent
the psychological factor play a significant role in realizing the nature of
exhibits. The findings also emphasized the importance of the dramatic
effect through visual formation of light relations in order to increase the
efficiency of display in museums.
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