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Abstract

The Malaysian Federation is located in South-East Asia, the strip that
extends from eastern Indian subcontinent to the south of China. The area
of Malaysia is (329.750 km 2) and it overlooks the Indian Ocean and is
bordered by Thailand in the north and Indonesia in the south. Its capital
is Kuala Lumpur and it is divided into two parts: West Malaysia which
is called Malay and East Malaysia that represents the northern part of the
island of Borneo. Malaysia is divided into thirteen provinces and three
federal states. Mahathir Bin Mohammed was born in the city of Alorsteiar-
bulaah in Kedah, northern Malaysia on 20/12/1925 . In 1974, Mahathir
Mohamad won the membership of the Parliament in the parliamentary
elections that took place in the country, and so he participated in the Na-
tional Federation of Malaysia in combination with the Islamic Party of Ma-
laysia, and therefore, was appointed Minister of Education. He applied
what he called “the new education policy,” as he served as vice president
of the party and later became deputy prime minister for Hussein Aoun. He
also became the Minister of Industry and Trade. In the 1978 parliamentary
elections, he was re-elected member of parliament and defeated the can-
didate of the Islamic Malaysian party. On 16/7/1981, Mahathir Mohamad
became the fourth prime minister of Malaysia since its independence in
1957. The Malaysian experience is very relevant to our Arab society for
several factors, chief among which is the ideological dimension because
Islam is of paramount importance to Arab societies as a way of life. This
is reinforced by the fact that South-East Asia, which includes Malaysia
also includes the largest Muslim country in terms of population (Indone-
sia). Historically, Malaysia, like many Arab countries, was subjected to
the British occupation that sought to implement the policy known as “di-
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vide and rule” in all the countries they the British occupied. So, Malaysia
continued to suffer from a number of chronic problems inherited from the
colonial era, including the artificial borders and ethnic and sectarian prob-
lems, among others. The countries of South-East Asia in general started
to apply the principle that achieving a reasonable amount of economic
development and raising the level of income of individuals is what brings
progress in the social structure and cultural rights, and enhances the social
awareness which will contribute to raise the pace of political development
in these emerging communities.
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