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Abstract

The “Traits Theory” in leadership was first mentioned in the early
studies of leadership. This concept later developed as a result of
the impact of the Behavioral School in management and psychol-
ogy where this theory gained more prestige on both the academic
and practical levels. This approach focuses on identifying leaders
based on their traits. It also shows that these traits impact leader-
ship behaviors. The researcher designed certain measurements
in order to validate the previous assumptions, including those of:
(Terman: 1904) (Gowin: 1918) (Cox: 1926) (Tead: 1935) (Van Dus-
ien: 1948) (Gattell: 1954) (Korman: 1968) (Ghiselli: 1971) (Mead-
ows: 1980) (Wally & Baum: 1994) (Robbins & Judge: 2004).The
researcher reviewed the results of a number of theoretical stud-
ies in order to formulate the study problem. Two hypotheses were
formed in order to solve and test the study problem. Data were col-
lected through a questionnaire that was adapted from a number
of existing measures in order to measure five personal traits and
leadership behaviors. The questionnaire was distributed to a sam-
ple of sixty leaders working in the Iraqi public sector. The data were
analyzed and processed using the (SPSS) program.

The findings of the study were as follows:

* The personal traits have an obvious impact on leadership be-
haviors, which increases the reliability of Traits Theory in the
exploration of leadership behavior.

» Traits and leadership behaviors vary according to the type and
kind of activity undertaken by the leader as well as the work
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requirements and the sector to which the leader’s organization
belongs.
* Personal Traits can be used to select leaders.
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