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Pragmatic Constraints on the Acceptability of
Grammatical Structure

Ahmad H. Al Hassan
College of Administrative Sciences and Humanities - AlJouf University

Sakaka - K.S.A.

Abstract

This study investigates the pragmatic constraints on the acceptability of
grammatical structure, attempting to define the concept of “acceptability”;
and infer the pragmatic criteria on which the grammarians depended to
decide the acceptability of a structure. This study examined the analytical
approach they used with grammatical structures, and to judge whether
they are acceptable or unacceptable. It was found that they surpassed
mere linguistic meaning to a situation with the interrelationships among
speakers involved, and related conditions that make structure acceptable
in a situation but not in another; i.e. appropriateness of a grammatical
structure is disciplined by pragmatic criteria.

Keywords: Pragmatics - Grammatical Structures Acceptability-Linguistics
- Arabic Grammar
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