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- Philosophie der symbolischen Formen, Bd. 1: Die Sprache (1923); Bd. 2: Das My-
thische Denken (1925) ; Bd. 3: Phdnomenologie der Erkenntnis (1929).
- Zur Logik des Symbolbegriffs (1938).
- Zur Logik der Kulturwissenschaften (1942).
- An Essay on Man (1944).
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Ernst Cassirer and the Question of Cultural

Sciences

Fouad Makhoukh
Regional Center of Education and Training

Meknes - Morocco

Abstract

This paper deals with the issue of cultural sciences and their relationship to the
science of nature, and the conception of the German philosopher Ernst Cassirer
concerning the logic of science, which studies human culture. Cassirer responds
to a group of thinkers such as the positivists, Windelband, Rickert and Dilthey and
expresses his position on the issue of cultural sciences, their approach, concepts
(logically and phenomenology), laws and objectivity. Cassirer concludes that the
knowledge of man’s cultural life, and its diverse and ever-changing forms cannot
be achieved by the tools of observation and measurement which are used in
the natural sciences, but through access to culture and investigating its impact.
Furthermore, he asserts that cultural sciences, reach specific laws that differ in
their nature and degree of generality from the laws of the natural sciences, and
acknowledges the objectivity of cultural sciences provided that we take into
account the specificity of cultural phenomena.

Keywords: Ernst Cassirer, culture, natural sciences, cultural sciences.
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