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Bruneian Students’ Errors in Using the
Definite and Indefinite Articles in Arabic
Language: A Descriptive and an Analytical
Study

Hajah Rafizah Haj Abdulla
Basma Ahmed Sadqi

Language Center - University of Jordan

Amman - Jordan
Abstract:

This study uses the methods of error analysis and contrastive analysis to
reveal some of the writing errors of Bruneian students of Arabic Language
at the Islamic University of Sultan Sharif Ali in Brunei Darussalam,
focusing in particular on those grammatical errors in using the definite and
the indefinite forms in Arabic language. First-year to four-year students
commit a variety of syntactic errors, including for example: deleting
the definite article from the definite noun, adding the definite article to
a noun modified by a possessive adjective, and using a relative pronoun
(which, that) with an indefinite noun. The study explains the importance
of focusing on syntactic errors as well as semantic errors, which are no
less significant, for both syntax and semantic errors affect the intent of
discourse and disrupt the communicative process.

Keywords: Arabic language, Learning, Definite, Indefinite articles, Syntax
errors, Semantic errors.
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