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(4) ND 6/N, Administration Report for the Trucial Coast for the year 1932, chapter VII,
p.39, saved in the National Archive in Abu Dhabi.

(5) IOR/L/PS/10/ 1177, File 912 /1926 <PERSIAN GULF NEWS SUMMARY 1926 -
1930> Date (s) 4 Feb 1926 - 13 Mar 1931. Para 99 - 107.
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(3) TIOR/L/PS/12 /1955 Title Coll 5/ 10 “Air Route to India: Persia; Arabian Coast Route;
Negotiations with Arab Sheikhs’ Date (s) 25 Jul 1931 - 25 Sep 1932.

(4) TIOR/R/15/ 5/ 282, File 6 / 8 Sharjah Aerodrome. Telegram from Col. Dickson to
Government of India, 19th July 1932.
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(2) IOR/15/4/ 3, the agreement between Shaikh Sultan bin Saqr Shaikh of Sharjah and
the British Government for the establishment of an air station at Sharjah, 1932, pp 18
- 20, saved in the National Archive in Abu Dhabi. 2) 3al)

(3) AIR 23 /646, 1932 ,. Op.Cit. p.14
(4) Tbid.

(5) AVIA 2 /2798, a letter from the Persian Gulf Residency in Bahrain to The Foreign
Office in London: Rt.Hon. Ernest Bavin 1949, saved in the National Archive in Abu
Dhabi.
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(1) IOR/R/15/5/283. ‘File 6/ 10 I Air Agreements’, Date, 10 Jun 1933 - 2 Mar 1935.

(2) AVIA 2/2798, a letter from the political resident H.R.P. Dickson to Sultan Bin Saqr
Sheikh of Sharjah in1943. Saved in Abu Dhabi National Archive. 3) G3sl)
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S )_\LHL,

(1) AIR 23/ 646, 1932, opcit.
(2) ND 6 /N, 1932 pp 39 - 40, opcit.

(3) Nicholas Stanley-Price. Imperial Outpost in the Gulf: The Airfield at Sharjah (UAE)
1932 - 1951. Sussex, Englan: Book Guild Publishing, 2012, p., 69.
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The first Imperial Airways service to Sharjah was operated by Handley Page HP.42 Hanno

Lae ciganl oo 3y (mopad) dalid) 8 (5 sl sl oy oy Aleal) o () any
Slia S 28 Ay ) e Lal 5 s Al llane 4ald) ol ) Ay il de Sl b
iy ) g Laall 3 ) 5 ol ) LI ¢ a Hla 2 s Adla 848 5L (e pliall 8 A0 G
Jo ) dbad | iy agil LS clpelis (gl 32 (3 o3 (s ) s hll hga 35 53 )5
Pagillee (o dllia (Wl ey o LIS ) (5 50 JS agll il

Aal8) o 48 gall 4y 85 0 aSla e Jasizally Uyl 5 o8 o1 Jaf (s

3105 8 e g s pall 58l B8 e Ls e S (s3I o0 Hs A (B jlhae

b sl aSla (e S e i gl Lyl 5o oS Bl i 85,1928 ple A sal)

J&Yujmgcquw%wwégﬂ\;LdSﬁSL;J‘QLLLuQ__:L}Mé#J\
cr')‘d\ d;l_..dh Lalaial L.,SJ—‘S H\ 3_.3.1.\;‘)]\ deJ\ ‘_AL\ O 5};]\ _)_uud\

(1) Royal Air force Museum. RAF in the Trucial States and U.A.E.. London, no date.
an O s Gl e GV $LIS 1 s Lillay 5 Ll ATR 23 / 646, 1932, p. 140, op.cit (2)
1936 ole G collS Fal ¢ canldl)
Gl aal e il jlise casidl Ay pal) ey Rl (1996) dblae o0 2ene Sl 3 5all
Al il S e 1l 1960 - 1797 1l ) s Willay s «J Y1 aladd) 1965 - 1797 dilday )
502 - 499 L= An sl
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ol 8 LN et (< e L sanaal) el ane iS5 1933\ 1130 g
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(1) Rossiter, Ash, Britain and the Development of Professional Security Forces in the
Gulf Arab States, 1921 - 1971: Local Forces and Informal Empire, a thesis for the
degree of doctor of Philosophy in Arab and Islamic Studies, submitted to University
of Exeter, February 2014, p.75.

(2) ND 6/ 0O, Administration Report for the Trucial Coast for the year 1933, p. 49, saved
in the National Archive in Abu Dhabi.

(3) R51366 / FABI, a letter from R.D. Poland to Miss Bridger in overseas
telecommunications department, 1949, saved in the National Archive ,Abu Dhabi. 3!
4) &8, Gald))
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Al Rl oAl O mlall 8 @ikl ahas Gl Wl e (3)
https://www.qdl.qa/%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%B1%DS
% A8%D9%8A%D88%A9/%D8%AD%DI%88%D8%AT7%D8%A
F%D8%AB-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B7%D9%91%D9%85-
%D8%AT7%D9%84%D8%B7%D8%AT%D8%A6%D8E%B1%-
D8%AT7%D8%AA-%D9%81%DI%8A-%D8%AT%DI%84%DE%AE
%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%NAC-%D8%AE%D9%84%D8%AT7%D9%84-
%D8%AT7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D8%AS8 - %D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B
9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9 - %D8%AT7%D9%84%D8%A
B%D8%A7%D9%86%D9%8A%D8%A9
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§® IMPERIAL AIRWAYS HZ

HELIOPOLIS AERODROME,
HELIOPOLIS
EGYPT.

wn/m/sw‘»
Novegher 15th 1952,
6 % Jm
i
b p o1 -
o ‘,)M.w Coustney,
¢ ‘v“‘q‘ n*\‘)\ You asked me to let you kmow
Y.r"«vr;‘ a8 goon as T could what tho Compeny's policy L
Y would be about Bahreir; so far as I am able to 3
5. say at present we shall oontinue to use Nuharrek st ol
/ for the period mentioned 1.e. six months but I as e
@ because of its inconvenience, I still feel that
> with the expenditure cf a 1little money, Manamah "'/‘L
landing ground might b made suitable 6.g. by (nosofd
. Titing Gown a Tumwey. T tell you this persopally
JV  ecmuse tt'is an 1dea hioh T Feol migat be weil
¥ rth following up.

> As requested I have passed on the bon
information to my pilots that Yas must only be e folic
used in cases of exbreme emergency; perhaps you 1 £l /af
have some more information however about Ehis
gzowna oy I gather from one pilot that a Tortion
of rotnd towards your petrél tenk was much
irmer Shan the market) oul wrus.

G D,
” o{o/fl

Although nothing has been sent to me
in writing, I have instructed pilots to cross the AT
Musandam Peninsula between Ras al Khaimsh and a point
due East on the other ueast but such s detour causes

be cut down to a minimm. Would you doeratore toll

Lot

M&J\wb‘éj@bﬁ*\ﬂhﬁg‘y.«d\ ;(1)93)&;.&33
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' contnuzo w0, 2o

‘ IMPERIAL AIRWAYS LIMITED,

® u/nm/smis.

me whether 1t is still your wish that our

Dilots showld cross the Peninsuls in this

manner or whether there would be any

bjestions b0 our crossing direct from Sher jan.
sorry that there has been &

106410 dLeF1on1ty Vith pho wireless sobs at »

both Bawrein and sharfah but you will kmow by (A Jut/ra

now that our Ground Engineer at Barein has

been inghructed to malntain the petrel chargin )

set, and at Sharjeh, we are replacing i)

PP Tt R (A RO P (1

similer purpose.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

Air Commodore c I. Courtrey
C.B.E., D.5.0.,

Sentor Air Stast ofticer,
Headquarters,
ral

HINAIDI.

e B
AGHESENT BETWESN SHATXH SULTAN BIN SAQAR; RULER OF SHARJAR,
ANP_THS BAITISH GOVESNENT FOR THE SSTABLISHEZNT OF AY ATR

STATION AT SHARTAR.

Tt having bean intisated to ra, Sultan bin Saqar,
Shatkh of Sharjah end its villeges, by Lisutensnt Colonal
Sir Fugh Biscoe, Political Reeident in the Peraisn Gulf, -
that the High British Government desire to establish an
air route along the Arab Coast for the asroplanes of the

laperial Airways Company (hereinafter referred to as the
Company), and that they wish to have an sir stotdon at
Sharjan at which Britishaskoplanes can land, T hereby
“agree to grant to the sald Company the following faciliti
*_Jhe Cospuny cay select a laraing groumt at Sharjah,
neir aeroplanes may 1and on thas ground. 7

2 1411 gonstruct a rest house for engers snd
starr or he Company aite to be ..m«.m by the
Company and in accordance -m. slan: p by t
and under the sapecvier Eng " Phe m-n.m
Government.” The hou: tikod $ittinga to be oo
sidered as my property,

3. The Company shall have the M;M to import. m
iy o anar T 19 merts foas et
o 1o i e Whateve By

[ Tequiree For Theln semvite

4. ‘Qmpany may send their mloye.l 10 reside in the

The
e ey Iney nor the passengars
Shall enter th Lown of Smanjon withont my Semaieston.

T furtner- sccept Tull responsibility for the
Protection of the gLaff and passengers of the Company and
their aircraft, so far as my dependents, relatives and ~
stbjecte ere concernsd, and mn,rw‘m”’/
Lble agdinet Dll'.mul from outside my juris-

as for as p

atotion. .. = 5
— T will supply 35 guards and 2 head guards.
Tn retpra for the sbove, 1t 18 egreea wit the

Britn/- .

Unaal) L) 4805 Ja g i 1(2) ady galal)
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pS

RS+ 1366/DAB)

CENTRAL 8931

10 FLEEP STREET
MDON, E.C.

obe

J0d april, 1946.

Doar Gorell Barnes,

¥i1l you please refer to correspondence under
Treasury reforence Se 39057 in regard to the jgrecment
which was entered into with the sheikh of Sharjah with
the object of securing landing and transit facilities
for air services passing along the irabian coast of t
Persien Gulfe

The sgreement provides for the following payments to
the sheikhi=

(a) Provision of guerds st Rs. 760 & monthe

(b) Remt for the air station of Rs. 800 & monthe

(o) Personal mubsidy of Rss 500 & monthe

(4) Rent for the Rest House of Rs. 300 & monthe 4
(zhe Rest House was built at Alr ¥inistry expense,
tut is the property of the Sheikh. Rent under
item (d) is set off against the cost of comstructior
agreed at Rs. 70,929)s |

(e) Lending feg of Rs. 5 for each civil airorift using
the serodromes

/rhe

WeLe Gorell sarnes,
‘Tressury Ghembers,

, Sekade

Adas ol Allal) Janaldsl) :3) @§J dgaldl)
ol 48U :(4) B el

2g April, 1949.

Dear Chaplin,

In the course of negotiations between H.M. Covermment and
the Shaikh of Sharjah for the renewal of the civil air agreement

to send private me:sages, irrespective of class and destimation,
free of clarge to the extent of 1,500 and 3,000 words per anmum
ively and has requested similar privileges.

It is understood that at Sharjah Internatiomal ier:dio
Limited transmit messages to Bahrein, wherc your company
re-transmits to the final destinetion and that the proceeds
of this traffic accrues to the two companies in an agreed
proportion. I.A.L. of course operate at Sharjah by virtue of
H.M.G.'s agreement with the Shaikh,

I imagine that a concession to the Shaikh at Sharjeh on the
scale of that at Pahrein, viz., 3,000 words per annum, free of
charge, would represent only a small proportion of the traffic
at ordinary commercial rates handled at Sharjah, Besring these
factors in mind we should be grateful if you would consider,
in conjunction with Inte tion Aeradio Ltd., whether you
would agree to allow the 4o send his private messages
irrespective of class and destination free-of charge up to a
limity of 3,000 words per anmum,

/T

W.C. Chaplin, Fsqe,
Traffic Manager,
Cable and Wireless Ltd.,
Zlectra House,
Vietoria Fubankment,
4 London, SeWe2.
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British Documents that are saved in the National Archive in Abu Dhabi
AIR 23 / 646, a letter to Air Commodore C.L. Courtney.

AVIA 2/ 2798, a letter from the political resident H.R.P. Dickson to Sultan Bin Saqar Shaikh of Sharjah in1943.

AVIA 2 / 2798, a letter from the Persian Gulf Residency in Bahrain to The Foreign Office in London: Rt.Hon. Ernest Bavin
1949.

IOR/15 / 4 / 3, the agreement between Shaikh Sultan bin Saqgar Shaikh of Sharjah and the British Government for the

establishment of an air station at Sharjah, 1932.
IOR/R/15 / 5/ 283."File 6 / 10 | Air Agreements, Date, 10 Jun 1933 - 2 Mar 1935.

IOR/L/PS/12 / 1955 Title Coll 5 / 10 ‘Air Route to India: Persia; Arabian Coast Route; Negotiations with Arab Sheikhs’ Date
(s) 25 Jul 1931 - 25 Sep 1932.

ND 6 / N, Administration Report for the Trucial Coast for the year 1932.
ND 6 / O, Administration Report for the Trucial Coast for the year 1933
R51366 / FAB1, a letter from R.D. Poland to Miss Bridger in overseas telecommunications department, 1949.

Balfour-Paul, G. (1991). The end of empire in the middle east: Britain’s relinquishment of power in her last three arab

dependencies. Cambridge Middle East Library. Cambridge University Press.

Onley, J. (2009). Britain and the gulf shaikhdoms, 1820 - 1971: The political of protection. Doha, Center for international and
regionalstudies. https://doi.org/10.2139/ssrn.2825942

Rossiter, A. (2014). Britain and the development of professional security forces in the gulf arab states, 1921 - 1971, local

forces and informal empire. [thesis of doctor]. University of Exeter.

Stanley-Price, N. (2012). Imperial outpost in the gulf: The airfield at sharjah (uae) 1932 - 1951. Book Guild Publishing.
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Romanized Arabic References: s ) A3l aa) ey dlaal A gual) day il

al-bkyl ckhalida dt almal&’aahatu aljawwiyyatu fi ’imarati al-ssahili almutasalihi bayna ‘ami 1930- 1945[ bahatha
ghayru manshiru

rashidun <‘uliya muhammadu 2004).alittifaqgiati al-ssiasiyyata wa aligtisadiyyatu allati ‘agadat bayna ’imarati sahili
‘ammani wabritania- 1806- 1971( tmansharati ittihadi kitabin wa’udaba’i al’imarati

al-ssayighu «fatimata 1995).alimarati al‘arabiyyati wa-al-khatti aljawwiyyi albritaniyyi ’ila al-ssharqgi 1929- 1952).
mansharati almajma‘i al-tthaqafiyyi

ghanimun JImana 2018).almatahifa fi ’imarati al-ssharigati muthifu almahattati namddhajan min 1932- hatta

alanama’hada al-sshariqgati lil-tturathi

algasimiyyu csultana 2009).mahattata al-ssharigati aljawwiyyati bayna al-sshargi wa-al-gharbimansharatu algasimiyyi
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Sharjah Station 1932-1945
In the Light of the British Documents

Hadie Janko®

Saif Al Bedwawi®
Abstract:

This research aims to discuss the establishment of Sharjah Air Station
in 1932 as the first airport in the Arabian Gulf and the reasons for choosing
Sharjah instead of other Emirates. The research also draws on the discus-
sions that took over a year between the Ruler of Sharjah, Sheikh Sultan bin
Sagr Al Qasimi 1924-1951, and the Political Resident in the Gulf, Sir Hugh
Biscoe, as well as the role played by the British Political Agent at Kuwait,
Dickson.

The establishment of the airport had helped Sharjah economy and of-
fered some services for the Emirates as well as for the Trucial States, in-
cluding services such as the wireless station, mail delivery, and the trans-
port of merchants to India and Bahrain.

Keywords: Al Mahattah, Sharjah, Political Resident, Imperial airways,
RAF.

(1) College of arts Humanities and Social Sciences - University of sharjah (sharjah -
U.AE)
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(2) College of arts Humanities and Social Sciences - University of sharjah (sharjah -
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