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Feminine -ta in Arabic: structure and significance of
exaggeration

Khalaf Ayed Al-Jaradat®

Abstract:

This study investigates the exaggerated form of the feminine ta in
morphological structures and their applications, e.g., allama, nassaba,
rawiyah, and others. In doing so, the research focuses on the different
aspects of this phenomenon to bridge the gaps in previous studies.The
paper examines the relationship between femininity and exaggeration in
different morphological structures that have not been extensively covered
by previous research.The findings reveal that the feminine ta has acquired
the function of exaggeration through the Arabs’ social point of view towards
the female. In this context, the female represents abundance, fertility, and
danger. Arabic language therefore incorporated this form of "exaggeration"
to illustrate dangerous things, such as the word "dahiyyah", which means
shrewd. This use is also manifested in other forms, including adjectives,
derivatives, verbal nouns, and plurals. The research follows a descriptive
method to meet its purposes. Data are collected in accordance with Arabic
linguistic studies that deal with classical phenomena such as the one under
study.

Keywords: Exaggeration, Feminine ta, Morphological Structures.
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