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(2)  Ch. Pellat, " Al- Gahiz ; Les nations civilisées et les croyances religieuses", in Jour-
nal asiatique, CCLYV, (Paris, 1967), Histoire socio- culturel de L’Islam, p. 72.

- Ch. Pellat, " Al- Gahiz et les peuples du sous-continent ", in Orientalia Hispanica,
Sive studia F .M., Pareja octogenario dicata a Leyde 1974, Histoire socio- culturel
de L’Islam, p.548
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aljabiriyyu  muhammada ‘abida 2000). alagla al-ssiasiyya al‘arabiyya muhaddadatuhu

watajallidatuhu  t markaza dirasati alwahdati al‘arabiyyati

aljahizu ‘'umrd bn bahri 1999). albukhald’a maktabatu al-ssullami

aljahizu ‘umrd bn bahri 1987). hijaja al-nnubuwwati fi ras&’ili aljahizi alkalaamiyyati darun
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aljahizu ‘'umrd bn bahri 1987). risalatan sina‘atu alkildaami fi ras&’ili aljahizi alkaldaamiyyati darun
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aljahizu ‘umrd bn bahri 1987). faddala hashimun ‘ala ‘abdi shamsin al-rras&’ilu al-ssiasiyyatu
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lil-kitaba

husniyyun zaynata 1980). al'agla ‘inda almu‘tazilati tastru al‘aglu ‘indi algadi ‘abda aljabbari
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sharlun bilan d t ). fasil hulma bi-al-faransiyyati t j d&’irata alma‘arifi alislamiyyati

al-nnabitatu 1987). fi al-rras@’ili alkilaamiyyati darun wamaktabatu alhalaali
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The Rationality of Al- Gahiz at Stake

Laila Younes Al Obeidi®
Abstract:

The main objective of this article is to disclose several aspects of Al-
Jahiz's rationality through his explanation of the workings of the human
mind, as the cognition of needs; an account that can serve as a substitute
for many other abstract definitions that overshadowed the understanding of
Ancient Muslim philosophers of reason. The wise man, according to Al-
Jahiz, is the kind of man who knows the exact amount of his needs. Al-Jahiz
maintains that the individual's need for reason is as important as a person's
need for instinct to live and survive. However, it is indispensable for the
human being to be equipped with doubt; not for the sake of doubt, but for
the sake of knowledge. This is known in modern philosophy as methodical
doubt, which prompts the researcher to scrutinize the information, check
it, and prove its veracity by means of argumentation and evidence. This is
what we sought to highlight in this article, in addition to questioning al-
Jahiz’s deviation from the long-established norms he himself proscribed, as
he was subjected to the pressure of political, social and cultural imagination

Keywords: Literature, Reason, Rationality, Senses, Need, Instinct,
Science, Objectivity, Doubt, Inference, Questioning, Ideology, Imagination,
Authority.
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