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Britain’s position on the establishment of an Arab
League office in the Trucial States in 1965:

An interpretation of the Documents of the British
Archives - London

Ahmed Mohammed Alshehhi®

Khireddine Youssef Chatra®

Abstract:

This study examined the content and objectives of the official visit of
the delegation of the Arab League to the Emirates of the Trucial Coast in
1964. This visit was considered as a decisive turning point in the history
of international relations between the Emirates and the external world, as
it had many repercussions on the political events in the region towards the
disengagement of the British government. This study shed light on the content
ofall reports and official correspondence, which allows the clarification of the
British position about the penetration of its Zone of influence especially after
the spread of the Arab nationalist ideology (Nasserite) in the region. So, what
is the political and strategic value of this visit? What is the expected impact of
the Arab League on the Trucial States after proposing the establishment of an
Arab development office? What measures has the British Government taken
in the region to thwart this endeavor? This study suggested that although the
official visit of the Arab League delegation to the Arab Gulf region did not
succeed in achieving all its goals, it had contributed to reviving the national
spirit and belonging to the Arab nation.

Keywords: Arab League, Regional Office, Trucial coast Emirates,
Rulers of the Region, British Agents.
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