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Utilizing Narrative Voice in Saudi Short Story:
Selected Examples

Saleh Ahmed Al-Suhaimi®

Abstract:

This study aims to investigate how the narrative voice is utilized in the
Saudi short story and the importance of narrative culture in constructing the
voice and its semantic variations. To achieve this objective, the study tried
to answer three theoretical and practical questions: What is the concept
of narrative voice according to Gerard Genette? What is the position of
the writer’s voice in the narrative discourse? How influential is the voice
in discourse? To answer these three problematic questions, the concept
of narrative voice was applied to "A selection of short stories", using the
structuralist approach proposed by Gerard Genette’s through his division of
the discourse into: time, mode, and sound, based on semantics. Theoretically,
the study utilized the concept of narrative voice and its procedures, and
then it applied it on a selected sample of Saudi short stories. The studied
short stories revealed the structural awareness of voice and its movement
in the narrative discourse. The most important results of the study are the
importance of paying more attention to the concept of the narrative voice
in the story’s structure, the variations and connotations of such voice, and
the role the point of view plays in building the unity of meaning and the
real world of the story.

Keywords: Narrative discourse, Gerard Genette, Structural approach,
Saudi, Narrative voice, Short story.
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