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The Development of British Trade in the Ports of
Bahrain, Kuwait and Muscat in Light of John Baillie’s
Suggestions in 1934

Thabet Ghazi Al Omari®
Abdullah Sulaiman Al Mughanni®

Abstract:

This paper aims to study the British trade in the ports of Bahrain,
Kuwait and Muscat based on the report prepared by John Baillie, the British
Deputy Consul in Bushire in 1934. Its importance stems from the proposals
made by Baillie to revitalize and develop British trade in those ports. Most
of these proposals stressed the necessity of taking steps by the British
government and companies to overcome the bad economic conditions the
ports experienced in the first third of the twentieth century. The proposals
also included working to achieve economic recovery, which will, in turn,
make jobs available, enhance the purchasing power of citizens, and urge
them to buy British goods and products. One of the most important findings
of this paper was that the ideas and proposals presented by Baillie had
received attention from the British government, which sought to achieve
them in the future.

Keywords: John Baillie, British trade, The Arabian Gulf, Japanese
competition, Bahrain, Kuwait, Muscat.
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