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International Experiences in the Role of Academic
Departments in Supporting Student Clubs to Develop
their Leadership Spirit: Saudi Universities’ Reality and
Expectations
Hessa bint Saad Al-Arifi®
Lina bint Suleiman Al-Khelaiwi®

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify international experiences in the role of
academic departments in supporting student clubs to develop the leadership
spirit among students in Saudi universities (between reality and hope) and
to identify the successful experiences of some countries in supporting the
academic departments of student clubs. It also reviewed the role of these

departments in supporting student clubs to develop the spirit of leadership
among students. It is hoped that the academic departments will help
support the student clubs to develop this spirit and address the problems
and obstacles that the academic departments faced in previous studies. To
achieve the objectives of the study, the descriptive survey method was used
based on the questionnaire as a tool and a random sample of 370 students.
The faculty members were chosen from King Saud University, King
Abdulaziz University and Prince Abdul Rahman bin Faisal University.
The questionnaire consisted of 23 phrases organized into two rubrics after
verification of its validity by arbitrators. The results showed that the reality
of the role of academic departments in supporting student clubs to develop
their leadership spirit was at a low level, and that the agreement among the
members of the study sample was very high on Proposals that are eligible
to help support student clubs for the development of leadership. The study
came out with several recommendations and proposals.

Keywords: Students” clubs, Students’ Affairs.
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