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Digital Technology and Social Relations Among
Children in the Saudi Society: A Descriptive Study
Applied to a Sample of Parents in Jeddah
Khloud Mohsen Alquthami®

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the impact of digital technology on the
child's relationship with his/her family, relatives, and friends. In order
to achieve these goals, the researcher used the social survey method, in
addition to the questionnaire as a tool. The study was applied to a random
sample of (508) from the study population, which included parents of
children aged between 7 and 12 years in Jeddah.

The field study revealed several results, the most important of which are:
that the child’s use of digital technology contributed to his/her reluctance to
participate in accomplishing family tasks and contributed to the increase of
quarrels with siblings. It also contributed to providing topics for discussion
among family members. On the other hand, the results showed that the
child's use of digital technology enhanced communication with children of
distant relatives and improved his/her interaction with classmates outside
study hours.

The study also recommended the following: (1) urging families to work
on activating the participation of their children in accomplishing family
tasks; (2) raising family awareness about addressing the effects of the child’s
use of smart devices on his/her engagement in violence and quarrels with
his/her siblings; and (3) urging families to support their children's positive
use of smart devices to improve their communication with classmates,
increase their academic achievement, and do their homework.

Keywords: Digital technology, Social relations, Children, Smart
devices.
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