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Construction and Decoration Style in Mud and Straw
Dwellings in Tihama and Nubia: A Comparative Study

Mohamed Abdel Hamid Noman®
Abstract:

This study seeks to approach one aspect of Yemeni architecture in
relation to the types of architecture in the Nile Valley. It focuses on the
similarity between straw and mud dwellings in the countryside of Tihama
and the architecture of Nubia population in Egypt and Sudan. It begins
with an introduction presenting the historical relations between Nubia and
Yemen and as well as the movements witnessed in different eras. Then, it
proceeds to describe these two types of architecture in terms of building
materials and planning style, in addition to highlighting the elements of
formation that were similar in both environments. The similarity appears
clearly in the external facades and entrances. It also appears in the internal
formation on facades with various drawings related to social, political,
and religious life. These included the means of transportation, state flags,
pilgrimage rituals, and wall hangings that were related to marriage rituals,
such as the A’atashreah in Zabid and Al - Hasr and wicker dishes in Nubia,
as well as the style of furnishing such as beds in Tihama and Al - Angrib
in Nubia.

The study concludes with the most important results listed in a table
showing the impact of the environment, climate, social customs, and
political aspects on the method of construction in Nubia and Tihama
dwellings. It equally makes a set of recommendations aimed at preserving
and benefiting from this type of dwellings.

Keywords: Straw architecture, Construction style, Tihama, Nubia,
Heritage architecture.
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