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“Shahindah” by Rashid Abdalla Al-Nuaimi: An
Analytical Study
Rasha Almatrooshi®

Abderrahmane Bouali®
Leila Abidi®

Abstract:

This study seeks to introduce one of the most important literary texts in the
United Arab Emirates, a novel that appeared at the early stage of development
of the Emirati and Gulf fictional art. In fact, after the Arab Gulf region had
witnessed ample literary renaissance, encompassing all aspects of cultural,
social, and intellectual life, novels and literary works began to emerge,
including “Shahindah”. The present paper aims to shed light on this novel,
as one of the first mature literary texts in the United Arab Emirates, and to
analyse the events, personalities, time, place and language, which are essential
elements to the art of the novel. The descriptive-analytical approach and the
critical approach were used. The research reached many results, including:

In arranging scenes Rashid Al-Nuaimi used the technique of continuous
narration, employing the techniques of dialogue and monologue. The first
allowed him to explore community concerns through dialogic exchange,
including forbidden and dark issues; while the second allowed him to
explore the psyches of individual characters.

In his narrative, Rashid al-Nuaimi used the mode of inclusion to construct
the narrative event, making the thriller present in every underlying story.
He also used the paradox of retrieval to construct fictional time, which
played a distinctive role in shaping the text.

Keywords: Novel, "Shahindah ", Novel Trends.
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