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Modernism and Postmodernism: A Franco-German
Philosophical Debate on the Basis of Language
(Leotard and Habermas)

Serir Ahmed Benmoussa®
Abstract:

This paper addresses one of the most prominent forms of French-German
philosophical debate in the contemporary period, namely the controversy
between Jean-Frangois Leotard and Jiirgen Habermas about modernism
and postmodernism. It aims to reveal the reasons and justifications for the
blockage and failure of their dialogue, due to their differing attitudes and
perceptions of the nature and function of language. Habermas considers
language to be a tool for communication and consensus, assuming that all
speakers, despite their differences, agree on rules applicable to all language
games. Leotard, on the other hand, excludes the communication tool of
language as a major narrative structure, because language is not used by
the speaker, and is not a homogenous unit, but rather consists of rules for
the use of unquantifiable sentences. Considering this, we have transcended
the narrow and superficial concept of philosophical dialogue (which is
often linked to achieving consensus), emphasizing the success of French-
German philosophical dialogue; because the value of genuine dialogue is
not measured by achieving agreement but by engaging with the opposing
other, and opening up to them to allow for the re-evaluation of attitudes
and ideas.

Keywords: Modernity, Postmodernity, Consensus, Difference, Leotard,
Habermas.
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