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A Study of the Reasons for the Decline of British
Investments in the Ottoman Sultanate 1272-1332 AH /
1856-1914 AD: The Case of Western Anatolia
Marah Rafea Albarghash®
Boushra Ali Kheir Beik®

Abstract:

Since the reign of Elizabeth I (966-1012 AH / 1558-1603 AD) England
had sought to expand its commercial business outside its borders. With
the advent of the industrial revolution, the need for this expansion became
urgent to secure raw materials for its factories and to market its products.
This coincided with the weakening of the Ottoman Sultanate at the internal
and external levels, which Britain exploited to achieve its goals.

Therefore, the research seeks to provide an analytical perspective on the
internal and external reasons, and their influential role in opening the doors
of the Ottoman Sultanate to British investments in western Anatolia since
1272 AH/ 1856 AD. It also examines how Britain established its merchants
and enhanced its influence in the region, reaching a leading investment
share of 56.2% of all European investments in the Ottoman Sultanate.

On the other hand, the research focuses on the deep-rooted political,
economic, and social factors that significantly affected British investments
in western Anatolia and restricted their movement, leading to a decline
declined in their investment share. Consequently, Britain decided to
shift to new regions to establish sustainable investments. The research
reached several conclusions, focusing on the weaknesses in Britain's
policy in Western Anatolia, which, in turn, led to the loss of its investment
opportunities.

Keywords: British Investments, Ottoman Sultanate, Western Anatolia,
The Nineteenth Century.

(1) Faculty of Arts and Humanities - Damascus University (Damascus - Syria)
marah.rafea22 1 @damascusuniversity.edu.sy

(2) Faculty of Arts and Humanities - Damascus University (Damascus - Syria)

3ous 21 sl dueloizVlg ASLusY) polal) d8;Lid) dmols Ao 02024 neiee 214



