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Urban Expansion Dynamics in Historic City Cores:
Growth or Sprawl? (The Case of Homs, Syria)
Qusay Hasan Sousou”

Abstract:

Historic cities expand in various ways, often growing away from their
historical cores in different directions and along various axes. Initially,
this expansion may be toward fertile agricultural lands and later toward
transportation routes to take advantage of the services these routes offer.
Urban expansion may correspond to what is known as unplanned and
unmanaged urban sprawl, or it could be balanced, planned, and organized
growth. It may also involve a combination of growth and sprawl, shaping
the urban fabric. The research aims to study and analyze the urban planning
schemes of the Syrian city of Homs, to assess their considerations and
the degree of accommodation for population needs, track the stages of
demographic and urban growth, and study the impact of the Syrian crisis
on the distribution of population and human density in the city. Several
key results were found: the urban planning schemes did not take into
account the distinctive geographic and commercial importance of the city’s
location, leading to urban expansion not being based on correct and realistic
organizational principles.

Additionally, the crisis led to a decrease in the city's demographic
growth rate, significantly harming infrastructure and urban development.
It also reduced the city's inhabited area, resulting in demographic, urban,
and economic imbalances. Most expansions occurred spontaneously and
according to personal preferences, with a construction control system
being organized and applied only to neighborhoods near the city center.
The old city (the historical core) remained marginalized and distant from
the organization that considers its historical urban uniqueness.

Keywords: Urban growth, Historical expansion, The city of Homs,
Historical core.
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