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The Structure of Tragedy in the Novel Badeel Al Watan
by Qamasha Al Aolyan

Weam Mohamed Anas®
Abstract:

There is no doubt that the novel is among the most significant and
prominent genres for expressing the deepest emotions of contemporary
individuals, their daily struggles, and their efforts to resolve them. The
Saudi novel - especially those written by women - has made significant
strides in exploring realms previously untouched, addressing issues of
interest to both the individual and society. This study examines the potential
for tragedy to permeate and integrate into the narrative structure, assessing
its contribution to the cohesion and organization of narrative elements. It
seeks to establish tragedy as an active component within the narrative space,
rooting its causes and developing its drivers to enhance the interaction of
narrative elements and escalate the unfolding events. The study focuses
on examining the manifestations of tragedy across all levels of the novel’s
narrative space, highlighting the key elements upon which its structure is
built and analyzing how these elements function artistically in Badeel Al-
Watan (A Substitute for Homeland) by Qamasha Al-Olayan. The images of
the tragedy depicted through the repeated and similar deaths of the family
members of the protagonist Salma. The elements of the tragic structure of
the tragedy were achieved - as quoted by Aristotle - in the novel through the
emergence of contradictions and conflicts through opposing dichotomies.
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