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The Mechanisms of Persuasive Discourse in the Book of
Parapsychology by Ali Al Wardi

Ahmed Mousa Nasser Al-masoudi®
Abstract:

This study presents an analytical approach to the persuasive technique
adopted by Ali Al-Wardi in his book of Parapsychology, aiming to reveal
the mechanisms of his persuasive discourse. The core problem of this
analysis revolves around answering the followings questions: What is the
main hypothesis of this book? What is the antithesis? and what are the
mechanisms that Al-Wardi relied on in his persuasive discourse, and how
did they fulfil their functions? The research followed the procedures of
the pragmatic approach, benefiting from the Argumentation theory and
its concepts. The analysis necessitated dividing the examination into an
introduction, followed by a discussion of the general framework of the
hypothesis of persuasive discourse and its subject in the text. This included
analyzing the argument of the title, the preface, and the introduction. This
preliminary discussion paved the way for exploring the most prominent
persuasive discourse mechanisms in the book, including: “The Argument
of Evidence: Sacred Texts and Traditions,” “Analogical Reasoning,” and
“Emotional Appeal through Narrative.” The research concluded with a
summary of its findings, the most significant of which include: the use
of literary language, such as suspense, repetition, and emphasis in his
discourse, the smoothness and engaging nature of the author's discourse;
and his careful approach in addressing his readers.

Keywords: Persuasive discourse, Argumentation, Pragmatics, Ali Al-
Wardi.
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