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A Comparative Study Between His Highness Sheikh
Zayed Bin Khalifa Al Nahyan (Grandfather) and
His Highness Sheikh Zayed Bin Sultan Al Nahyan

(Grandson) During the Periods 1855-1909 and 1918-2004

Badreyya Mohamed Alshamsi®
Abstract:

As was the case with all Arab tribes, the role of a Sheikh in the tribe
of Bani Yas was crucial for the success and survival of the people. The
political and social role of a Sheikh in his community was also of great
importance, as the qualities for which the tribesmen held him in high
esteem, namely insight and knowledge - were seen as the key to long-term
success. These qualities were more closely associated with sound judgment
than with strength. A leader is one whom God has blessed with wisdom,
courage, good management, and insight. When such traits were found in
a leader, the tribal system itself allowed all parties to set aside differences
and conflicts, thus, enabling these tribes to rally around and support that
leader. However, the innate readiness for unity and collective action was
the fundamental element in the life of the elder Zayed, and later became a
central element in the life of Sheikh Zayed bin Sultan Al Nahyan, who was
named after his grandfather. This became evident from the study findings
and the comparison between the two personalities.

Keywords: Zayed Bin Khalifa Al Nahyan, Zayed Bin Sultan Al
Nahyan, Bani Yas tribe.
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