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The Reality of Violence Against Women with Breast
Cancer: A Case Study on a Sample of Married Women

in Batna Governorate in Eastern Algeria”
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Nihed Bouzeghaya®
Abstract:

The study examined violence against married women diagnosed with
breast cancer, focusing on its forms, contributing factors, involved parties,
and consequences. Through a case study involving 25 abused women, data
was collected via semi-structured interviews in treatment centers and homes.

Results indicated prevalent psychological violence at 73%, followed by
physical violence at 38%, and sexual violence at 10%. The husband was
identified as the primary perpetrator (100%), with the husband’s family
contributing at 36%. Factors contributing to violence included mastectomy
(88%), financial strain due to treatment costs (72%), and pre-diagnosis
marital disturbances (36%).

Consequences encompassed self-blame, altered body image, life
reassessment, and social stigma.

Recommendations included establishing an Algerian database to
assess violence prevalence against women with cancer, and developing
comprehensive social, psychological, and health policies to address its
impact. In conclusion, the study shed light on the complex challenges faced
by married women with breast cancer in Algerian society and underscored
the need for a holistic approach to support their well-being.

Keywords: Violence, Breast cancer, Married women, Algerian society.
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