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The Structure of the Past-Tense Verbal Sentence in the
Short Story Collection
K’nnha Tahmil fi R’sha Bhran by Asmaa Al-Hammadi
as an Example

Mariam Saeed Balajeed®
Mohammed Ahmed AbdelSabour®

Abstract:

The verbal sentence in Arabic has its own structural and semantic
system that distinguishes it from other types of Arabic sentence. It has a
remarkable presence in very short stories, prompting the assumption that
it is the most prominent sentence type in shaping the text in this narrative
genre. Therefore, this study seeks to reveal the nature of sentence structure
in very short stories, especially the past-tense verbal sentence, by analyzing
a collection of short stories by the writer Asmaa Al-Hammadi, entitled: (As
if she were carrying a sea in her head). The study concluded that verbal
sentences are more commonly used than nominal sentences, and that
the past-tense verbal sentence is more prevalent than the other types of
sentences. The study also identified sixteen patterns of past-tense sentences
used in the textual corpus. In addition, the study highlighted several findings
that emphasize the ability of verbal sentences to intensify the text in this
narrative genre.

Keywords: Very short stories, Verbal sentence, Past tense sentence,
Sentence structure, Emirati Literature.
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