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The Challenges of Preserving Heritage Areas in Saudi
Arabia: A Case Study of Al-Qassar Village in Farasan
Island
Mona Hussein Bilal®
Waleed Saad Al-Zamil®

Abstract:

Many projects of heritage preservation in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
face challenges in the stages of planning, implementation, or evaluation,
which makes them vulnerable to failure and contributes to the waste of
economic and cultural resources. The heritage of nations is associated with
their identity, forming an integral part of their cultural, social, and historical
fabric. Urban preservation of heritage areas contributes to achieving the
eco Vision 2030 emphasizes the development of heritage areas across the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia and encourages the involvement of individuals,
as well as government and private sectors, in preserving urban heritage.
Therefore, this research paper aims to review the stages of urban preservation
of Al-Qassar Village on Farasan Island as a case study, and to track the
challenges faced by the heritage area in the planning, implementation, and
evaluation stages. The study used a theoretical and descriptive approach
to analyze the urban conservation stages and utilized an observational tool
through field visits to Al-Qassar Village as well as an interview with the
historian Ibrahim Muftah. The study’s results revealed shortcomings in the
urban conservation stages of Al-Qassar Village, including the absence of a
clear strategic plan in the planning, implementation, and evaluation stages.
The research paper stressed the need to develop a strategic preservation plan
for heritage areas that takes into account spatial importance, context, and
urban factors, and ensures the involvement of all stakeholders, including
experts, investors, and the local community.

Keywords: Heritage areas, Urban heritage, Heritage preservation
challenges, Al-Qassar village, Farasan Island.
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