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Heritage Festivals as a Tool for Promoting Local
Development: A Descriptive Study of Buraidah Dates
Festival in Saudi Arabia

Yasser Hashem Alhiagi®
Abstract:

This research aims to explore the role of heritage festivals as a means for
promoting local development through a descriptive study of Buraidah Date
Festival in Saudi Arabia. It focuses on analyzing the impact of this festival
in enhancing social and cultural aspects, supporting the local economy, and
preserving the environment.

To achieve this objective, an analytical descriptive methodology was
employed. A questionnaire was designed and distributed to a simple
random sample of visitors to Buraidah Dates Festival held in August 2022,
to find out about their views on the role of the festival in promoting local
development.

Through data analysis, the study found a positive role played by
Buraidah Dates Festival in enhancing local development, particularly in
the economic, social and cultural aspects. However, the results indicated
that there are negative effects of the festival on the environment, including
increased traffic, congestion, pollution, and noise due to the large number of
visitors. In light of the results, the study suggested several recommendations
to maximize the benefit of Buraidah Dates Festival in promoting local
development.

Keywords: Cultural heritage, Local development, Heritage festivals,
Buraidah Dates Festival.
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