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Challenges of Contemporary Kuwaiti Visual
Art: A Comparative Study between Modern and
Contemporary Kuwaiti Artworks in the Barjeel Art
Foundation Collection

Muayad Hassan Hussain®"
Abstract:

This study presents a critical historical study of the collection of
Kuwaiti visual artworks held by the Barjeel Art Foundation in Sharjah. It
focuses on the development of Kuwaiti visual art over the course of sixty
years and its ability to attract the attention of private art institutions outside
Kuwait. It also examines the ability of contemporary artworks to compete
with modern works produced during the pioneering period of Kuwaiti
art. The research compares modernist and postmodernist thought in the
artworks and assesses their suitability for the requirements of regional
private art institutions. Furthermore, it explores the acquisitions of Barjeel
Art Foundation and its criteria for selecting works as a model for such art
institutions. The primary aim of the research is to understand the status
of contemporary Kuwaiti art and to identify the appropriate environment
for its regional and global dissemination. The study also aims to evaluate
the criteria of the Barjeel Art Foundation, their applicability to Kuwaiti
artworks, and their alignment with the foundation’s stated objectives. The
research concludes that contemporary Kuwaiti and regional art face three
main challenges: understanding, trust, and fear. Solving these challenges is
not solely the responsibility of the artist, but rather involves the entire art
system and all its institutions. The study seeks to explain these challenges
and the methods for addressing them in its conclusion.

Keywords: Kuwaiti art, Barjeel Art Foundation, Visual art, Art history.
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