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The Narrative Structure of Abdulrahman Munif’s and
Marwan Kassab’s Letters

Noha Mohammed Alshayaki®
Abstract:

Arabic literature gave great attention to the art of composing letters,
especially in the third and fourth centuries AH. Hence, letter types
increased, and their purposes varied. Some letters were official and were
circulated by different countries or state bodies, and some were personal,
exchanged between individuals on special occasions or holidays, and others
were literary, exchanged between writers and poets to discuss literary or an
artistic issues, trying to clarify their personal visions. This type of letters
received attention from their collectors who sought to publish them in
service of literature and to enrich the literary and critical fields. The letters
of Abd al-Rahman Munif and Marwan Qassab Bashi are a unique model
for framing the latter type of letters. Therefore, this study seeks to explore
the narrative structure of the letters of two friends, brought together by
love and brotherhood, with creativity being a shared language between
them. One expresses his innermost thoughts through his pen, and the other
through his feather, each aspiring to possess the other’s talent. The study
employed the structural approach to the the narrative, beginning with an
explanation of why these letters were written, followed by a discussion
on the structure of the narrator, the narrated, and the audience. The study
concludes with several findings, the most prominent of which is that the
circumstances surrounding the writing of these letters allowed them to
merge with the genre of autobiographical writing.

Keywords: Structure, Narrative, Letters, Friendship literature.
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