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The Dialectics of Structure and the Semiotics of
Culture: A cultural reading of Dhadiyat by Ibn Zaydun

Amer Salman AbuMharib®
Abstract:

This reading attempts to reveal the textual hypostases and systemic keys
underlying the structures of Dhadiyat (Rhyme of Dhad) by Ibn Zaydun, as
a cultural text and an evasive poem. It uses admonition as a systematic ploy
to construct the ideological background that frames the poet’s thought. The
course of this reading was confined to two synergistic axes. The first is a
conceptual axis that theorizes cultural criticism and cultural semiotics in the
light of contemporary critical theory. The second is a procedural path that
reveals the cultural systems and their semiotic signs in the studied poem,
as the poetic discourse in this lyrical work represents a blatant expression
of the human experience the poetic persona undergoes while confronting
the authoritarian other. The poetic text is kind of response through writing,
disclosure, and resistance, as elucidated in the article’s four sections. The
first section addresses egocentrism and the rhythms of challenge (1 - 9).
The second section deals with evasive discourse and deceptive admonition
(10-19). The third section draws on the ego and the undermining of the
other (20-28), while the fourth tropic focuses on the representations of
loyalty and the ritual of ostracism (29 - 40).

Keywords: Cultural Semiotics, Cultural Criticism, Ibn Zaydun,
Dhadiyat Ibn Zaydun.
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