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The Impact of International Public Sector Accounting
Stan Dards on the Government Auditing Profession: A
filed Study

Salim Ali Alghamdi®
Abstract:

This study aims to explore the potential impacts of implementing
International Public Sector Accounting Standards (IPSASs) on the
characteristics of the government auditing profession in Saudi Arabia. To
achieve the study's objective, a descriptive-analytical approach was employed,
based on the distribution of questionnaires in addition to personal interviews
to enhance the study’s results. The study revealed potential effects on the
practice of the government auditing profession due to the implementation
of IPSASs, including increased internal audit responsibilities, heightened
government audit efforts and hours, rising government audit costs, and
growing demand for consulting services. Furthermore, the study concluded
that two potential impacts on the professional efficiency of government
auditors, namely: encouraging the General Court of Audit to enhance its
expertise, providing training for its staff, and influencing the selection of
governmental auditors. Finally, the study identified only two potential effects
on the regulation of the government auditing profession’s market: activating
and acknowledging the significance of audit committees in the public sector
and boosting confidence in the government auditing profession. On the other
hand, the study found statistically significant differences in the perceptions
of government auditors regarding: the increased demand for consulting
services, improved government audit quality, and the overall impact on the
government auditing profession's market. The results were consistent with
previous studies as well as institutional and positive theories.

Keywords: International Public Sector Accounting Standards,
government auditing profession.
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