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Abstract:

The concept of environmental citizenship has garnered significant global attention
in recent times due to environmental changes resulting from technological and
industrial advancements, which have negatively impacted the planet.
Environmental citizenship refers to a set of values, customs, traditions, norms,
principles, and human attitudes that aim to improve environmental conditions for
human communities across the world. It seeks to raise citizens' awareness of
environmental issues and define their responsibilities toward their surroundings in
order to address challenges that threaten the world today and in the future.
Islamic thinkers have provided clear interpretations of this concept. However, the
core issue lies in the extent to which Islamic thought can effectively articulate the
environmental principles embedded in Islamic law (Sharia), which emphasizes the
significance of the environment, human responsibility for its preservation, and the
provision of viable solutions.

This study adopts an analytical methodology to link Islamic concepts, as found in
their original sources, with environmental approaches and concerns, alongside a
comparative method.

The research concludes that Islamic thought perceives "environmental
citizenship" as a philosophical concept rooted in Islam, which was among the first
to define the relationship between humans and the environment. Islam places
environmental protection as a fundamental and essential objective of human
existence. This is evident in Islamic teachings and legal frameworks that advocate
for the care of the earth and nature, based on the principle of divine vicegerency
(istikhlaf), which promotes combating corruption and achieving reform.
Furthermore, Islam strengthens this commitment by providing society with ethical
and legal safeguards that help preserve all that surrounds human life, on land and
at sea, while adopting a gradual approach to penalizing actions that might disrupt
the balance of the universe ordained by God.

Keywords: Citizenship, Environment, Islamic Thought, Vicegerency.
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