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Abstract: This study examines the American strategy in the Middle East
region and the impact of global technological transformations, particularly
the escalating techno-informational competition after 2019. The study
reviews how the United States utilizes modern technology to enhance its
influence and protect its interests in a region of great geopolitical and
economic importance. Through analyzing available technological
opportunities, the research highlights cooperation in cybersecurity, artificial
intelligence, and financial technology, as well as renewable energy projects
and smart cities, which strengthen U.S. relations with allied countries and
support regional stability. In addition to opportunities, the research discusses
digital challenges facing the American strategy, including increasing cyber-
attacks from state and non-state actors, and challenges of competition with
major powers like China and Russia, which seek to increase their influence
in the region through technological investments and economic initiatives,
such as the "Belt and Road." The research also examines the impact of
information warfare and digital disinformation campaigns that threaten
regional stability and influence public opinion, as well as challenges related
to increasing technological dependence and issues of privacy and data

protection in partner countries. The study concluded that dealing with these
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challenges requires the United States to adopt flexible technological
strategies that keep pace with rapid changes in the region, along with
strengthening cooperation with allies to build advanced defensive
capabilities in the digital domain and enhancing economic and technological
partnerships to achieve sustainable goals and effectively address emerging

challenges.
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Conclusion:

This research examines American strategy in the Middle East region amid
technological transformations and global techno-informational competition that has
intensified after 2019. The analysis indicates that technology has become a new
weapon in achieving international influence, where military power alone is no longer
sufficient to maintain hegemony in a region of great geopolitical and economic
importance like the Middle East.

The United States has focused in its strategy on strengthening strategic alliances
with regional countries, taking advantage of opportunities provided by digital
transformation, such as employing artificial intelligence, cybersecurity, and
cooperation in renewable energy projects and smart cities. Despite these
opportunities, the United States faces increasing digital challenges, including cyber
attacks, competition with major powers like China and Russia, and the effects of
information wars.

This analysis shows there is an urgent need to adopt new flexible and innovative
strategies to face emerging challenges and maintain U.S. stability and influence in
the region, while being keen on building sustainable technological partnerships that
enhance cooperation between the United States and Middle Eastern countries.

In light of what has been reviewed in this research, several recommendations
emerge for facing digital challenges and enhancing American strategy in the Middle
East:

1. Enhancing Cybersecurity Capabilities of Allied Countries: The United States
must provide technological support and train local cadres in Middle Eastern
countries to enable them to face cyber threats. This can be achieved through
establishing cyber partnerships and providing advanced electronic defense systems,
helping protect vital digital infrastructure.

2. Cooperation with Multiple Allies to Counter Information Disinformation:
There is a need to establish joint mechanisms with regional countries to combat
disinformation campaigns, and develop means to effectively monitor and verify fake
news. Investment should also be made in media awareness programs to enhance
societal awareness about the risks of information wars.

3. Supporting Local Innovation and Technological Development: The United
States should encourage regional countries to build strong local technological
infrastructure, including research and development centers in artificial intelligence
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and biotechnology. This support contributes to strengthening the local economy and
provides technological independence for its allies, reducing dependence on
competing powers.

4. Diversifying Economic-Technological Cooperation: Through expanding
cooperation in renewable energy projects and environmental technology, the United
States can enhance its presence in areas that contribute to economic and
environmental sustainability. Investment in clean energy projects in countries like
Saudi Arabia and the UAE is recommended to support transition toward non-oil-
dependent economies.

5. Enhancing Data Protection and Privacy: Increasing interest in data protection
and digital sovereignty in the Middle East makes it necessary for the United States
to work on formulating policies that respect data privacy and secure it, increasing
regional countries' trust and enhancing technological cooperation with them.

6. Enhancing Strategic Flexibility and Technological Innovation: The United
States faces ongoing challenges due to rapid political changes and instability.
Therefore, a flexible and proactive approach should be adopted that relies on
innovation in digital technologies and renewable technological policies, helping it
adapt quickly to changing challenges and risks in the region.

179



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 2 (39) (2025) 155-182

Bibliography :

1. Allen, John R., and Darrell M. West. *Turning Point: Policymaking in the Era of Artificial
Intelligence®. Washington, DC: Brookings Institution Press, 2020.

2. Brantly, Aaron F. *The Decision to Attack: Military and Intelligence Cyber Decision-Making*.
Athens: University of Georgia Press, 2016.

3. Brown, Emily. “Smart Cities as Tools of Political Partnership.” *Urban Technology and
Diplomacy* 2, no. 3 (2022): 89-104.

4. Brown, Michael. *Digital Power and U.S. Policy in the Middle East*. Beirut: Center for
Strategic Studies, 2021.

5. Center for Strategic and International Studies. *Cyber Threats in the Gulf: Regional
Vulnerabilities*. Washington, DC: CSIS, 2021.

6. Chao, Alex. *Al Wars: U.S.—China Rivalry in the Middle East*. Shanghai: Sino-Western
Strategic Research Center, 2024.

7. Chertoff, Michael, and Anders Fogh Rasmussen. *Transatlantic Digital Agenda: A Roadmap
for Cooperation*. Washington, DC: The Atlantic Council, 2021.

8. Clarke, Richard A., and Robert K. Knake. *Cyber War: The Next Threat to National Security
and What to Do About It*. New York: Ecco, 2010.

9. Douglas, Sarah. “U.S. Strategic Shifts in the Era of Cyber Geopolitics.” *Journal of Middle
East Technology* 5, no. 2 (2020): 101-118.

10. Friedman, Thomas L. *Thank You for Being Late: An Optimist's Guide to Thriving in the
Age of Accelerations®. New York: Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2016.

11. Greenberg, Andy. *Sandworm: A New Era of Cyberwar and the Hunt for the Kremlin’s Most
Dangerous Hackers*. New York: Doubleday, 2019.

12. Harris, John. *Soft Power and Digital Engagement in American Foreign Policy*. Washington,
DC: Technopolitics Press, 2022.

13. Healey, Jason. *A Fierce Domain: Conflict in Cyberspace, 1986 to 2012*. Washington, DC:
Cyber Conflict Studies Association, 2013.

14. Helmus, Todd C., Elizabeth Bodine-Baron, and Jayme F. Fuglesten. *Russian Social Media
Influence: Understanding Russian Propaganda in Eastern Europe*. Santa Monica, CA: RAND
Corporation, 2018.

15. International Institute for Strategic Studies. *Annual Digital Competition Report: MENA
Region 2023*. London: IISS, 2023.

16. Jones, Robert. *Military-Tech Alliances in the Gulf: Post-2019 Developments*. London:
Routledge, 2020.

17. Kaplan, Robert D. *The Revenge of Geography: What the Map Tells Us About Coming
Conflicts and the Battle Against Fate*. New York: Random House, 2012.

18. Kello, Lucas. *The Virtual Weapon and International Order*. New Haven: Yale University
Press, 2017.

19. Kennedy, William. “The Dilemma of Data Sovereignty in Allied States.” *Digital Law
Review™* 9, no. 2 (2023): 77-91.

180



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 2 (39) (2025) 155-182

20. Klimburg, Alexander. *The Darkening Web: The War for Cyberspace. (New York: Penguin
Press, 2017).

21. Lawrence, Mark. “Al and Defense Systems in U.S.—Saudi Cooperation.” (Middle East Cyber
Review 4, no. 1 (2021).

22. Libicki, Martin C, Cyberspace in Peace and War, (Annapolis, MD: Naval Institute Press,
2016).

23. Markov, Ivan. “Russia’s Use of Digital Infrastructure in Proxy States.” Eurasian Strategic
Review, 3, no. 4 (2022): 137-153.

24. NATO Cooperative Cyber Defence Centre of Excellence. Cyber Power Index Report. Tallinn:
NATO CCDCOE, 2021.

25. Nye, Joseph S, The Future of Power (New York: Public Affairs, 2011).

26. . “Power and National Security in Cyberspace.” American Political Science Review
105, no. 3 (2011): 553-570.

27. Pagliery, Jose, Cybersecurity and Cyberwar: What Everyone Needs to Know, (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2014).

28. Rid, Thomas, Cyber War Will Not Take Place. (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2013).

29. Roberts, David. Predictive Algorithms in U.S. Foreign Policy, (New York: Digital
Intelligence Press, 2021).

30. Schmidt, Eric, and Henry A. Kissinger, The Age of AI: And Our Human Future, (Boston:
Little, Brown and Company, 2021).

31. Schmidt, Eric, and Jared Cohen, The New Digital Age: Reshaping the Future of People,
Nations and Business, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 2013).

32. Segal, Adam. *The Hacked World Order: How Nations Fight, Trade, Maneuver, and
Manipulate in the Digital Age. (New York: Public Affairs, 2016).

33. Singer, P. W, and Emerson T. Brooking, Like War: The Weaponization of social media.
Boston: Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018.

34. United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR). The Role of Cybersecurity in
Global Stability. Geneva: UNIDIR, 2022.

35. United States Department of Defense. , Summary of the 2022 National Defense Strategy of
the United States of America*. Washington, DC: U.S. Government Printing Office, 2022.

36. Waltzman, Rand. *The Weaponization of Information: The Need for Cognitive Security.
Santa Monica, CA: RAND Corporation, 2017.

37. Wang, Li. “Strategic Risks of Digital Dependence in Geopolitics.” (Journal of Cybersecurity
Strategy) 6, no. 1 (2022): 11-29.

38. West, Darrell M. The Future of Work: Robots, Al, and Automation, (Washington, DC:
Brookings Institution Press, 2018).

39. . “The Role of Emerging Technologies in Shaping Geopolitics.” *Global Economy
and Development, (Brookings, 2021).

40. SALEH, Shaimaa Turkan. Information wars in the security and military field-America and
China. Tikrit Journal For Political Science, 2023, 2.32: 377-383.

181



Tikrit Journal For Political Sciences 2 (39) (2025) 155-182

41. TAWFEEQ, Saif Nussrat. The US Political Options Towards Violent Actors after Operation
Al-Agsa Flood: Between Restraint and Escalation-Iraq and Syria as Examples. Tikrit Journal for
Political Science, 2024, 1.34.

42. YOUNUS, Younus Muayad. Pillars of sixth generation wars and their impact on the strategies
of the active power in the international system. Tikrit Journal for Political Science, 2022, 4.30.

182



