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Abstract: Saudi Arabia enjoys a strategic location, sharing land
borders with eight countries. It is also one of the world's largest oil
producers and a member of OPEC. This has made China attach great
importance to Saudi Arabia. As it has become China's primary trading
partner, Saudi Arabia has sought to strengthen its position, adopting
Vision 2030, which seeks to transform Saudi Arabia from a country
dependent on oil exports to one that relies on diversified economies,
such as tourism, technology, economic transformation, and other
sectors. This vision aligns with China's Belt and Road Initiative,
strengthening the partnership between the two countries and
increasing cooperation.
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Conclusion:

Saudi Arabia, due to its geographical location and its energy and oil resources,
and China's increasing demand for crude oil, has made Saudi Arabia the number one
source of crude oil to China, which has led to strategic cooperation between the two
countries. The mutual visits between President Xi Jinping and King Abdulaziz bin
Salman have led to increased strategic cooperation between the two countries. These
visits and meetings have resulted in a comprehensive strategic partnership between
the two countries, and there are many expectations for this cooperation to increase
in the future.

Saudi Arabia holds a pivotal position in China's strategic perception due to its

economic, geographic, and religious significance at the heart of the Arab and Islamic
world. This importance aligns with China's growing global role and its efforts to
advance the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), which includes over 140 countries, with
Saudi Arabia emerging as a key partner in the Middle East.

In 2022, trade volume between Saudi Arabia and China exceeded $116 billion,
making China the Kingdom’s largest trading partner for the tenth consecutive year.
Additionally, Saudi Arabia accounts for approximately 18% of China’s crude oil
imports, exporting over 1.75 million barrels per day, according to Chinese customs
data.

China recognizes Saudi Arabia not only as a vital energy supplier but also as a
gateway to its interests in the Gulf, the Middle East, and North Africa. In return,
Saudi Arabia seeks to leverage Chinese industrial and technological capabilities
under the umbrella of Vision 2030. The two nations have signed over 35 cooperation
agreements across various sectors, including infrastructure, artificial intelligence,
and renewable energy.

Moreover, Beijing views the stability of Saudi Arabia as essential to global
energy security and as a key factor in achieving regional strategic balance
independent of Western dominance. Thus, Saudi Arabia’s role in China’s strategic
calculus goes beyond bilateral ties, positioning the Kingdom as a cornerstone in
shaping a multipolar international order.
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